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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT ^7/n> 

Sir: 


Please make the following change prior to examination of the above-referenced 
application: 


In the Specification: 

Please enter the following amended specification of the paragraph on page 6, lines 13- 
31 of the original specification: 

A gradation unit 26 converts the intensity data of one pixel into area gradation 
data according to an outputting characteristic. The conversion includes simple multiple 
values, binarization, dithering, error diffusion and phase control. To convert to the area 
degradation data, quantization thresholds are distributed in a predetermined area. To 
distribute the thresholds, predetermined values are downloaded into a matrix RAM 26A, 


